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Hocking Hills belies
notion of Ohio as all-flat
Continued from Page G1

caves. Quackenbush said they
are actually giant sandstone re-
CEsSes,

In a true cave, he said, an ex-
plorer must be able to walk far
enotgh inside to lose sight of the
entrance - but this techmicality
doesn’t make the park's awe-
some rock formations seem any

less spectacular.

Heart of the Hocking

The ideal spot to start or-
ing the land and its lore is Old
Man’s Cave, the heart of Hock-
ing Hills.

With its gentle Upper Falls at
one end, its somewhat tumuliu-
ous Lower Falls at the other, and
a cavernous sandstone recess
tdgemingﬁnpgrtiﬂpaﬂ between,

mam site provldfs m-
mediate orientation for the rest
of the spots to be discovered.

It's clear from the first
glimpse into the gorge that ut-
most caution should be exercised
and children closely *;upemsa:’l_

But the beaten path won't
bore the younger set; children
are inevitably drawn to plagues

ing the hermit-in-the-woods
legend of pioneer settler Richard
Rowe. With a litile time for ex-
ploration, they can try to spot a
natural rock formation that re-
sembles Egypt’s famed Sphinz
and search for a deep, narrow
poi?lknﬂwn as the Devil's Bath-
tub.

Old Man's Cave is also an ex-
cellent starting point because it

is ringed by the park-managed

aw o ealy g
ter,a

rem:al and several
cam|

“Hocking Hills bills itselfas a
family place,” Quackenbush said,
and its cottages and camp-

rcmdeplentyuffup-
tions to sal each family’'s
preferences for a getaway.

The main campground ac-
commodates RVs and tents, with

s ot ool
ba a swimming poaol
The die-hard outdoorsy
also can opt to rough it at
more remote prmufive camp-
grounds. v

Campsites can be reserved
but are otherwise rented out ona
first-come, first served basis.

“During summer weekends,
mcmmpgrumdsmhmhngat
the seams,” Quackenbush said.

Reservations for the park’s
cottages also should be made as
far in advance as possible, he
said.

et by with oy o 1
wi sta most
u‘eaturemm%urtsufhcmemthr

cottages. Each unit contains two
bedrooms. a kitchen, a bathroom
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Jack Swerens of Bridgeport, Ohio, takes a photo of Cedar Falls in Hocking Hills State Park.

with shu'n;er,]? r_,crﬁenﬂd-in_th
porch, and a living room with a
ﬁﬁmplace. television and sofa

angtls a good idea to pl.:}n n;heals

tmnf eparations for the
length o tEf: stay; the nearest
full-service grocery stores are a
drive of more than 20 minutes
into Logan.

From April through October,
the park’s cg:lmg I 1s open to
park visitors. The also op-
erates a game room, snack bar
and giant outdoor

in the warmer months.
tors also will notice something
missing from the building that's
found in Ohio's nthglgo

park lodges - overn

hulldm;ﬁﬁgl ZS It.!)]‘rﬁ,

Quackenbush said, but the state
never got around to building

them. From time to time, he said,
debate is rekindled over whether
the idea should be revisited.

lsl-

The need for additienal ac-
commodations in the has
been met with a surgeof growth
in the private sector. That's

where visitors should , he
said, if they’re look a more
secluded romantic getaway.

A place to get
There is a sensc of
from the hustle and
modern living that
H Hills® visit Ellen
Gri , innkee: The
Inn at Cedar Falls.
“It’s a place where le
come to get away fromithe

le of

stresses and noises of rday
life,” she said.

Her inn is a short from
its namesake, Cedar Falls, a fa-
vorite cascade for many park-
goers. A grist mill once ated
near the crest of the falls, natu-
ralist Quackenbush said, but the
forest has repossessed the gite

and left virtually no trace of the

hngmmph who flock t
thﬁm TS W] 0
Cedar Falls often make nearby
Ash Cave their next stop.

Ash Cave offers one of the
more easily navigated trails, with
a wheelchair-accessible
leading to the massive sandstone
recess. Its mighty walls ampli
cmnr.'ne ietest of voices,

51 waterfall that

lesnmme-dgecreﬂesa
sha]]nwpmlthalsanmmfnr
frogs.

Another popular site in the
park is s Hollow Nature
Preserve, one of the deepest
Eg:rgcsmthestate The climb to

e rim is one of the park’s more
difficult ascents, and the trail
el danceiten - utthe vi
most e view is
anamazmgpa it for the careful

45pemaﬂyatﬂmpeukuf
fall colors.

The park also offers two oth-
er remote hikine spots: Rock

House is Hockmg Hills’ closest
match to a true cave, Enown as a
bandit hideout in its frontier
days, the huge cavity in the high
mﬁ‘;ﬁmﬁm’“‘

view
of the ravine below.

The road least traveled goes
to Cantwell Cliffs, which Quack-
enbush described as “a little
more rugged” than the other
sites, but also one of the best
spots in the state to enjoy spring

OWETS.

Visitors treasure park
With so many visitors who
keep coming back, the park al-

ways faces the danger of being
worn away like other natural
landmarks.

But enbush, Adam and
Grinsfelder each noted that
Ohicans seem to have a i
relationship with their “secret”
park, and are of rules
mland at preserying the park-

“There is nofeeling like mak-
ing that first set of footprints in
the snow back to a frozen water-
fa]l,"&damsajd,and?eﬁlem
take away that kand
want to make sm'ethﬂycancx-
perience it again when they
come back.

As long as that mentality en-

ing Hills ﬁhmxld be able to absorb
the growing interest. And it will
continue to give visitors a new
appreciation for Ohio, Grinsfeld-
er said.
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“So many people have this
perception that the state is noth-
ing but flat land,” she said. “T
don't know how many times I've
heard people come down here
and say, ‘I can't believe I'm still
in Ohio.” "

Joe Thomas is the Beacon Joumal national edi-
or. He can be reached at 330-996-3865 or
sand e-mail to jothomasi@thebeaconjoumal.
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OHIO'S LARGEST MOTORCOACH €O.

TO GREEKTOWN CASINO!

DEPARTURES
Akron
| Super K-Mart RL 16
7:00 a.m.
| Middisburg
| K-Mart Bagley
| 730 a.m.
Ofce
| 13315 Brookpark
| 8:00 aum.
| Elyria
| Holiday inn Bt. 57
[ 830 amm.

It's BETTER

Pay Just *25, Get

*30 Bonus

an A FREE Trip!

Sunday Thru |
Friday

CASINO

LAKEFRONT LINES

PO Box 81172 « Cleveland, OH 44181
1-800-638-6338 Ext. 5




